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(2) Party hold, join, drop on con-
ference calls;

(3) Subject-initiated dialing and sig-
naling information;

(4) In-band and out-of-band signaling;

(5) Timing information;

(6) Dialed digit extraction, with a
toggle feature that can activate/deacti-
vate this capability.

[64 FR 51717, Sept. 24, 1999; 65 FR 18255, Apr.
7, 2000, as amended at 67 FR 22007, May 2,
2002]
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AUTHORITY: 47 U.S.C. 701-744. Interprets or
applies Sections 4, 301, 302, 303, 307, 309 and
332 of the Communications Act, as amended,
47 U.S.C. Sections 154, 301, 302, 303, 307, 309
and 332, unless otherwise noted.

Subpart A—General

§25.101 Basis and scope.

(a) The rules and regulations in this
part are issued pursuant to the author-
ity contained in section 201(c)(11) of the
Communications Satellite Act of 1962,
as amended, section 501(c)(6) of the
International Maritime Satellite Tele-
communications Act, and titles |
through 111 of the Communications Act
of 1934, as amended.

(b) The rules and regulations in this
part supplement, and are in addition to
the rules and regulations contained in
or to be added to, other parts of this
chapter currently in force, or which
may subsequently be promulgated, and
which are applicable to matters relat-
ing to communications by satellites.

[28 FR 13037, Dec. 5, 1963, as amended at 56
FR 24015, May 28, 1991]

§25.102 Station
quired.

(a) No person shall use or operate ap-
paratus for the transmission of energy
or communications or signals by space
or earth stations except under, and in
accordance with, an appropriate au-
thorization granted by the Federal
Communications Commission.

(b) Protection from impermissible
levels of interference to the reception
of signals by earth stations in the
Fixed-Satellite Service from terrestrial
stations in a co-equally shared band is
provided through the authorizations
granted under this part.

[56 FR 24016, May 28, 1991]

§25.103 Definitions.

(a) Communications common carrier.
The term “communications common
carrier” as used in this part means any
person (individual, partnership, asso-
ciation, joint-stock company, trust,
corporation, or other entity) engaged
as a common carrier for hire, in inter-
state or foreign communication by
wire or radio or in interstate or foreign
radio transmission of energy, including
such carriers as are described in sub-

authorization re-

§25.103

section 2(b) (2) and (3) of the Commu-
nications Act of 1934, as amended, and,
in addition, for purposes of subpart H
of this part, includes any individual,
partnership, association, joint-stock
company, trust, corporation, or other
entity which owns or controls, directly
or indirectly, or is under direct or indi-
rect common control with, any such
carrier.

(b) Authorized carrier. The term “au-
thorized carrier” means a communica-
tions common carrier which is author-
ized by the Federal Communications
Commission under the Communica-
tions Act of 1934, as amended, to pro-
vide services by means of communica-
tions satellites.

(c) Communications satellite corpora-
tion. (1) The terms “communications
satellite corporation” or “corporation”
as used in this part mean the corpora-
tion created pursuant to the provisions
of Title 11l of the Communications Sat-
ellite Act of 1962.

(2) The corporation shall be deemed
to be a common carrier within the
meaning of section 3(10) of the Commu-
nications Act of 1934, as amended.

(d) Communication-satellite earth sta-
tion complex. The term communication-
satellite earth station complex in-
cludes transmitters, receivers, and
communications antennas at the earth
station site together with the inter-
connecting terrestrial facilities (ca-
bles, lines, or microwave facilities) and
modulating and demodulating equip-
ment necessary for processing of traffic
received from the terrestrial distribu-
tion system(s) prior to transmission
via satellite and of traffic received
from the satellite prior to transfer of
channels of communication to terres-
trial distribution system(s).

(e) Communication-satellite earth sta-
tion complex functions. The communica-
tion-satellite earth station complex
interconnects with terminal equipment
of common carriers or authorized enti-
ties at the interface; accepts traffic
from such entities at the interface,
processes for transmission via satellite
and performs the transmission func-
tion; receives traffic from a satellite or
satellites, processes it in a form nec-
essary to deliver channels of commu-
nication to terrestrial common carriers
or such other authorized entities and
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delivers the processed traffic to such
entities at the interface.

() Interface. The point of inter-
connection between two distinct but
adjacent communications systems hav-
ing different functions. The interface
in the communication-satellite service
is that point where communications
terminal equipment of the terrestrial
common carriers or other authorized
entities interconnects with the ter-
minal equipment of the communica-
tion-satellite earth station complex.
The interface in the communication-
satellite service shall be located at the
earth station site, or if this is imprac-
ticable, as close thereto as possible.

(g9) Emergency call center (ECC). A fa-
cility that subscribers of satellite com-
mercial mobile radio services call when
in need of emergency assistance by di-
aling “911” on their mobile satellite
earth terminal.

[28 FR 13037, Dec. 5, 1963, as amended at 31
FR 3289, Mar. 2, 1966; 68 FR 63997, Nov. 12,
2003; 69 FR 6582, Feb. 11, 2004]

§25.104 Preemption of local zoning of
earth stations.

(a) Any state or local zoning, land-
use, building, or similar regulation
that materially limits transmission or
reception by satellite earth station an-
tennas, or imposes more than minimal
costs on users of such antennas, is pre-
empted unless the promulgating au-
thority can demonstrate that such reg-
ulation is reasonable, except that non-
federal regulation of radio frequency
emissions is not preempted by this sec-
tion. For purposes of this paragraph
(a), reasonable means that the local
regulation:

(1) Has a clearly defined health, safe-
ty, or aesthetic objective that is stated
in the text of the regulation itself; and

(2) Furthers the stated health, safety
or aesthetic objective without unneces-
sarily burdening the federal interests
in ensuring access to satellite services
and in promoting fair and effective
competition among competing commu-
nications service providers.

(b)(1) Any state or local zoning, land-
use, building, or similar regulation
that affects the installation, mainte-
nance, or use of a satellite earth sta-
tion antenna that is two meters or less
in diameter and is located or proposed
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to be located in any area where com-
mercial or industrial uses are generally
permitted by non-federal land-use reg-
ulation shall be presumed unreasonable
and is therefore preempted subject to
paragraph (b)(2) of this section. No
civil, criminal, administrative, or
other legal action of any kind shall be
taken to enforce any regulation cov-
ered by this presumption unless the
promulgating authority has obtained a
waiver from the Commission pursuant
to paragraph (e) of this section, or a
final declaration from the Commission
or a court of competent jurisdiction
that the presumption has been rebut-
ted pursuant to paragraph (b)(2) of this
section.

(2) Any presumption arising from
paragraph (b)(1) of this section may be
rebutted upon a showing that the regu-
lation in question:

(i) Is necessary to accomplish a clear-
ly defined health or safety objective
that is stated in the text of the regula-
tion itself;

(ii) Is no more burdensome to sat-
ellite users than is necessary to
achieve the health or safety objective;
and

(iii) Is specifically applicable on its
face to antennas of the class described
in paragraph (b)(1) of this section.

(c) Any person aggrieved by the ap-
plication or potential application of a
state or local zoning or other regula-
tion in violation of paragraph (a) of
this section may, after exhausting all
nonfederal administrative remedies,
file a petition with the Commission re-
questing a declaration that the state or
local regulation in question is pre-
empted by this section. Nonfederal ad-
ministrative remedies, which do not in-
clude judicial appeals of administrative
determinations, shall be deemed ex-
hausted when:

(1) The petitioner’s application for a
permit or other authorization required
by the state or local authority has
been denied and any administrative ap-
peal and variance procedure has been
exhausted;

(2) The petitioner’s application for a
permit or other authorization required
by the state or local authority has
been on file for ninety days without
final action;
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(3) The petitioner has received a per-
mit or other authorization required by
the state or local authority that is con-
ditioned upon the petitioner’s expendi-
ture of a sum of money, including costs
required to screen, pole-mount, or oth-
erwise specially install the antenna,
greater than the aggregate purchase or
total lease cost of the equipment as
normally installed; or

(4) A state or local authority has no-
tified the petitioner of impending civil
or criminal action in a court of law and
there are no more nonfederal adminis-
trative steps to be taken.

(d) Procedures regarding filing of pe-
titions requesting declaratory rulings
and other related pleadings will be set
forth in subsequent Public Notices. All
allegations of fact contained in peti-
tions and related pleadings must be
supported by affidavit of a person or
persons with personal knowledge there-
of.

(e) Any state or local authority that
wishes to maintain and enforce zoning
or other regulations inconsistent with
this section may apply to the Commis-
sion for a full or partial waiver of this
section. Such waivers may be granted
by the Commission in its sole discre-
tion, upon a showing by the applicant
that local concerns of a highly special-
ized or unusual nature create a neces-
sity for regulation inconsistent with
this section. No application for waiver
shall be considered unless it specifi-
cally sets forth the particular regula-
tion for which waiver is sought. Waiv-
ers granted in accordance with this
section shall not apply to later-enacted
or amended regulations by the local
authority unless the Commission ex-
pressly orders otherwise.

(f) A satellite earth station antenna
that is designed to receive direct
broadcast satellite service, including
direct-to-home satellite services, that
is one meter or less in diameter or is
located in Alaska is covered by the reg-
ulations in §1.4000 of this chapter.

[61 FR 10898, Mar. 18, 1996, as amended at 61
FR 46562, Sept. 4, 1996]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 61 FR 46562,
Sept. 4, 1996, §25.104 was amended by revising
paragraph (b)(1) and adding paragraph (f).
These paragraphs contain information col-
lection and recordkeeping requirements and
will not become effective until approval has

§25.110

been given by the Office of Management and
Budget.

§§25.105-25.108 [Reserved]

§25.109 Cross-reference.

The space radiocommunications sta-
tions in the following services are not
licensed under this part:

(a) Amateur Satellite Service, see 47
CFR part 97.

(b) Ship earth stations in the Mari-
time Mobile Satellite Service, see 47
CFR part 83.

[56 FR 24016, May 28, 1991, as amended at 67
FR 51113, Aug. 7, 2002]

Subpart B—Applications and
Licenses

SOURCE: 56 FR 24016, May 28, 1991, unless
otherwise noted.

GENERAL APPLICATION FILING
REQUIREMENTS

§25.110 Filing of applications,
and number of copies.

(a) You can obtain application forms
for this part by going online at
www.fcc.gov/ibfs, where you may com-
plete the form prior to submission via
IBFS, the IB electronic filing system.

(b) Submitting your application. All
space station applications and all earth
station applications must be filed elec-
tronically on Form 312. In this part,
any party permitted or required to file
information on Form 312 must file that
information electronically through the
International Bureau Filing System
(IBFS) in accordance with the applica-
ble provisions of part 1, subpart Y of
this chapter.

(c) AIll correspondence and amend-
ments concerning any application must
identify:

(1) The satellite radio service;

(2) The applicant’s name;

(3) Station location;

(4) The call sign or other identifica-
tion of the station; and

(5) The file number of the application
involved.

(d) Copies. Applications must be filed
electronically though IBFS. The Com-
mission will not accept any paper
version of any application.

fees,
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(e) Signing. Upon filing an application
electronically, the applicant must
print out the filed application, obtain
the proper signatures, and keep the
original in its files.

(f) The applicant must pay the appro-
priate fee for its application and sub-
mit it in accordance with part 1, sub-
part G of this chapter.

[69 FR 47793, Aug. 6, 2004]

§25.111 Additional information.

(@) The Commission may request
from any party at any time additional
information concerning any applica-
tion, or any other submission or plead-
ing regarding an application, filed
under this part.

(b) Applicants, permittees and licens-
ees of radio stations governed by this
part shall provide the Commission with
all information it requires for the Ad-
vance Publication, Coordination and
Notification of frequency assignments
pursuant to the international Radio
Regulations. No protection from inter-
ference caused by radio stations au-
thorized by other Administrations is
guaranteed unless coordination proce-
dures are timely completed or, with re-
spect to individual administrations, by
successfully completing coordination
agreements. Any radio station author-
ization for which coordination has not
been completed may be subject to addi-
tional terms and conditions as required
to effect coordination of the frequency
assignments with other Administra-
tions.

(c) In the Direct Broadcast Satellite
service, applicants and licensees shall
also provide the Commission with all
information it requires in order to
modify the Appendix 30 Broadcasting-
Satellite Service (“BSS”) Plans and as-
sociated Appendix 30A feeder-link
Plans, if the system uses technical
characteristics differing from those
specified in the Appendix 30 BSS Plans,
the Appendix 30A feederlink Plans,
Annex 5 to Appendix 30 or Annex 3 to
Appendix 30A. For such systems, no
protection from interference caused by
radio stations authorized by other Ad-
ministrations is guaranteed until the
agreement of all affected Administra-
tions is obtained and the frequency as-
signment becomes a part of the appro-
priate Region 2 BSS and feeder-link
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Plans. Authorizations for which coordi-
nation is not completed and/or for
which the necessary agreements under
Appendices 30 and 30A have not been
obtained may be subject to additional
terms and conditions as required to ef-
fect coordination or obtain the agree-
ment of other Administrations. Appli-
cants and licensees shall also provide
the Commission with the necessary Ap-
pendix 4 information required by the
ITU Radiocommunication Bureau to
advance publish, coordinate and notify
the frequencies to be used for tracking,
telemetry and control functions of DBS
systems.

[56 FR 24016, May 28, 1991, as amended at 67
FR 51113, Aug. 7, 2002; 68 FR 63997, Nov. 12,
2003]

§25.112 Defective applications.

(a) An application will be unaccept-
able for filing and will be returned to
the applicant with a brief statement
identifying the omissions or discrep-
ancies if:

(1) The application is defective with
respect to completeness of answers to
questions, informational showings, in-
ternal inconsistencies, execution, or
other matters of a formal character; or

(2) The application does not substan-
tially comply with the Commission’s
rules, regulations, specific requests for
additional information, or other re-
quirements.

(3) The application requests author-
ity to operate a space station in a fre-
quency band that is not allocated
internationally for such operations
under the Radio Regulations of the
International Telecommunication
Union.

(b) Applications for space station au-
thority found defective under para-
graph (a)(3) of this section will not be
considered. Applications for authority
found defective under paragraphs (a)(1)
or (a)(2) of this section may be accept-
ed for filing if:

(1) The application is accompanied by
a request which sets forth the reasons
in support of a waiver of (or an excep-
tion to), in whole or in part, any spe-
cific rule, regulation, or requirement
with which the application is in con-
flict;

(2) The Commission, upon its own
motion, waives (or allows an exception
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to), in whole or in part, any rule, regu-
lation or requirement.

(c) If an applicant is requested by the
Commission to file any additional in-
formation or any supplementary or ex-
planatory information not specifically
required in the prescribed application
form or these rules, a failure to comply
with the request within a specified
time period will be deemed to render
the application defective and will sub-
ject it to dismissal.

[56 FR 24016, May 28, 1991, as amended at 68
FR 51502, Aug. 27, 2003]

§25.113 Construction permits, station
licenses, launch authority.

(a) Except as provided in paragraph
(b) of this section or in §25.131, con-
struction permits must be obtained for
all fixed, temporary fixed or mobile
earth stations governed by this part.
Simultaneous application for a con-
struction permit and station license
may be made for all earth station fa-
cilities governed by this part.

(b) Construction permits are not re-
quired for satellite earth stations that
operate with U.S.-licensed or non-U.S.
licensed space stations. Construction of
such stations may commence prior to
grant of a license at the applicant’s
own risk. Applicants must comply with
the provisions of 47 CFR 1.1312 relating
to environmental processing prior to
commencing construction.

(c) FAA notification. Before the con-
struction of new antenna structures or
alteration in the height of existing an-
tenna structures is authorized by the
FCC, a Federal Aviation Administra-
tion (FAA) determination of “no haz-
ard” may be required. To apply for this
determination, the FAA must be noti-
fied of the planned construction. Cri-
teria used to determine whether FAA
notification is required for a particular
antenna structure are contained in
part 17 of this chapter. Applications
proposing construction of one or more
new antenna structures or alteration of
the overall height of one or more exist-
ing antenna structures, where FAA no-
tification prior to such construction or
alteration is not required by part 17 of
this chapter, must indicate such and,
unless the reason is obvious (e.g. struc-
ture height is less than 6.10 meters
AGL) must contain a statement ex-

§25.113

plaining why FAA notification is not
required.

(d) Painting and lighting. The owner of
each antenna structure required to be
painted and/or illuminated under the
provisions of Section 303(q) of the Com-
munications Act of 1934, as amended,
shall operate and maintain the antenna
structure painting and lighting in ac-
cordance with part 17 of this chapter.
In the event of default by the owner,
each licensee or permittee shall be in-
dividually responsible for conforming
to the requirements pertaining to an-
tenna structure painting and lighting.

(e) Antenna Structure Registration
Number. Applications proposing con-
struction of one or more new antenna
structures or alteration of the overall
height of one or more existing struc-
tures, where FAA notification prior to
such construction or alteration is re-
quired by part 17 of this chapter, must
include the FCC Antenna Structure
Registration Number(s) for the affected
structure(s). If no such number has
been assigned at the time the applica-
tion is filed, the applicant must state
in the application whether or not the
antenna structure owner has notified
the FAA of the proposed construction
or alteration and applied to the FCC
for an Antenna Structure Registration
Number in accordance with part 17 of
this chapter for the antenna structure
in question.

(f) Construction permits are not re-
quired for U.S.-licensed space stations.
Construction of such stations may
commence, at the applicant’s own risk,
prior to grant of a license. Prior to
commencing construction, however,
applicants must notify the Commission
in writing they plan to begin construc-
tion at their own risk.

(g) Except as set forth in paragraph
(h) of this section, a launch authoriza-
tion and station license (i.e., operating
authority) must be applied for and
granted before a space station may be
launched and operated in orbit. Re-
quest for launch authorization may be
included in an application for space
station license. However, an applica-
tion for authority to launch and oper-
ate an on-ground spare satellite will be
considered pursuant to the following
procedures:
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(1) Applications for launch and oper-
ation of an on-ground spare NGSO-like
satellite will be considered pursuant to
the procedures set forth in §25.157, ex-
cept as set forth in paragraph (g)(3) of
this section.

(2) Applications for launch and oper-
ation of an on-ground spare GSO-like
satellite will be considered pursuant to
the procedures set forth in §25.158, ex-
cept as set forth in paragraph (g)(3) of
this section.

(3) Neither paragraph (g)(1) nor (g)(2)
of this section will apply in cases
where the space station to be launched
is determined to be an emergency re-
placement for a previously authorized
space station that has been lost as a re-
sult of a launch failure or a cata-
strophic in-orbit failure.

(h) Licensees of Non-Geostationary
Satellite Orbit (NGSO) satellite sys-
tems need not file separate applica-
tions to operate technically identical
in-orbit spares authorized as part of a
blanket license pursuant to §25.114(e)
or any other satellite blanket licensing
provision in this part. However, the li-
censee shall notify the Commission
within 30 days of bringing the in-orbit
spare into operation, and certify that
operation of this space station did not
cause the licensee to exceed the total
number of operating space stations au-
thorized by the Commission, and that
the licensee will operate the space sta-
tion within the applicable terms and
conditions of its license. These notifi-
cations must be filed electronically on
FCC Form 312.

[56 FR 24016, May 28, 1991, as amended at 61
FR 4366, Feb. 6, 1996; 61 FR 9951, Mar. 12, 1996;
61 FR 55582, Oct. 28, 1996; 62 FR 5927, Feb. 10,
1997; 62 FR 64172, Dec. 4, 1997; 68 FR 51502,
Aug. 27, 2003; 69 FR 47794, Aug. 6, 2004]

§25.114 Applications for space station
authorizations.

(a) A comprehensive proposal shall be
submitted for each proposed space sta-
tion on FCC Form 312, Main Form and
Schedule S, together with attached ex-
hibits as described in paragraph (d) of
this section.

(b) Each application for a new or
modified space station authorization
must constitute a concrete proposal for
Commission evaluation. Each applica-
tion must also contain the formal
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waiver required by section 304 of the
Communications Act, 47 U.S.C. 304. The
technical information for a proposed
satellite system specified in paragraph
(c) of this section must be filed on FCC
Form 312, Main Form and Schedule S.
The technical information for a pro-
posed satellite system specified in
paragraph (d) of this section need not
be filed on any prescribed form but
should be complete in all pertinent de-
tails. Applications for all new space
station authorizations must be filed
electronically through the Inter-
national Bureau Filing System (IBFS)
in accordance with the applicable pro-
visions of part 1, subpart Y of this
chapter.

(c) The following information shall
be filed on FCC Form 312, Main Form
and Schedule S:

(1) Name, address,
number of the applicant;

(2) Name, address, and telephone
number of the person(s), including
counsel, to whom inquiries or cor-
respondence should be directed;

(3) Type of authorization requested
(e.g., launch authority, station license,
modification of authorization);

(4)(1) Radio frequencies and polariza-
tion plan (including beacon, telemetry,
and telecommand functions), center
frequency and polarization of tran-
sponders (both receiving and transmit-
ting frequencies),

(ii) Emission designators and allo-
cated bandwidth of emission, final am-
plifier output power (identify any net
losses between output of final amplifier
and input of antenna and specify the
maximum EIRP for each antenna
beam),

(iii) ldentification of which antenna
beams are connected or switchable to
each transponder and TT&C function,

(iv) Receiving system noise tempera-
ture,

(v) The relationship between satellite
receive antenna gain pattern and gain-
to-temperature ratio and saturation
flux density for each antenna beam
(may be indicated on antenna gain
plot),

(vi) The gain of each transponder
channel (between output of receiving
antenna and input of transmitting an-
tenna) including any adjustable gain
step capabilities, and

and telephone
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(vii) Predicted receiver and trans-
mitter channel filter response charac-
teristics.

(5) For satellites in geostationary-
satellite orbit,

(i) Orbital location, or locations if al-
ternatives are proposed, requested for
the satellite,

(ii) The factors that support the or-
bital assignment or assignments pro-
posed in paragraph (c)(5)(i) of this sec-
tion,

(iii) Longitudinal tolerance or east-
west station-keeping capability;

(iv) Inclination incursion or north-
south station-keeping capability.

(6) For satellites in non-geo-
stationary-satellite orbits,

(i) The number of space stations and
applicable information relating to the
number of orbital planes,

(i) The inclination of the orbital
plane(s),

(iii) The orbital period,

(iv) The apogee,

(v) The perigee,

(vi) The argument(s) of perigee,

(vii) Active service arc(s), and

(viii) Right ascension of the ascend-
ing node(s).

(7) For satellites in geostationary-
satellite orbit, accuracy with which
the orbital inclination, the antenna
axis attitude, and longitudinal drift
will be maintained;

(8) Calculation of power flux density
levels within each coverage area and of
the energy dispersal, if any, needed for
compliance with §25.208, for angles of
arrival of 5°, 10°, 15°, 20°, and 25° above
the horizontal;

(9) Arrangement for tracking, telem-
etry, and control;

(10) Physical characteristics of the
space station including weight and di-
mensions of spacecraft, detailed mass
(on ground and in-orbit) and power (be-
ginning and end of life) budgets, and es-
timated operational lifetime and reli-
ability of the space station and the
basis for that estimate;

(11) A clear and detailed statement of
whether the space station is to be oper-
ated on a common carrier basis, or
whether non-common carrier trans-
actions are proposed. If non-common
carrier transactions are proposed, de-
scribe the nature of the transactions
and specify the number of transponders
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to be offered on a non-common carrier
basis;

(12) Dates by which construction will
be commenced and completed, launch
date, and estimated date of placement
into service.

(13) The polarization information
specified in §§25.210(a)(1), (a)(3), and (i),
to the extent applicable.

(d) The following information in nar-
rative form shall be contained in each
application:

(1) General description of overall sys-
tem facilities, operations and services;

(2) If applicable, the feeder link and
inter-satellite service frequencies re-
quested for the satellite, together with
any demonstration otherwise required
by this chapter for use of those fre-
quencies (see, e.g., §§25.203(j) and (K));

(3) Predicted space station antenna
gain contour(s) for each transmit and
each receive antenna beam and nomi-
nal orbital location requested. These
contour(s) should be plotted on an area
map at 2 dB intervals down to 10 dB
below the peak value of the parameter
and at 5 dB intervals between 10 dB and
20 dB below the peak values, with the
peak value and sense of polarization
clearly specified on each plotted con-
tour. For applications for geo-
stationary orbit satellites, this infor-
mation must be provided in the .gxt
format.

(4) A description of the types of serv-
ices to be provided, and the areas to be
served, including a description of the
transmission characteristics and per-
formance objectives for each type of
proposed service, details of the link
noise budget, typical or baseline earth
station parameters, modulation param-
eters, and overall link performance
analysis (including an analysis of the
effects of each contributing noise and
interference source);

(5) Calculation of power flux density
levels within each coverage area and of
the energy dispersal, if any, needed for
compliance with §25.208; Calculation of
power flux density levels within each
coverage area and of the energy dis-
persal, if any, needed for compliance
with §25.208, for angles of arrival other
than 5°, 10°, 15°, 20°, and 25° above the
horizontal.

(6) Public interest considerations in
support of grant;
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(7) Applications for authorizations
for fixed-satellite space stations shall
also include the information specified
in §25.140;

(8) Applications for authorizations in
the Mobile-Satellite Service in the
1545-1559/1646.5-1660.5 MHz frequency
bands shall also provide all informa-
tion necessary to comply with the poli-
cies and procedures set forth in Rules
and Policies Pertaining to the Use of
Radio Frequencies in a Land Mobile
Satellite Service, 2 FCC Rcd 485 (1987)
(Available at address in §0.445 of this
chapter.);

(9) Applications to license multiple
space station systems in the non-voice,
non-geostationary mobile-satellite
service under blanket operating au-
thority shall also provide all informa-
tion specified in §25.142; and

(10) Applications for authorizations
in the 1.6/2.4 GHz Mobile-Satellite Serv-
ice shall also provide all information
specified in §25.143.

(11) In addition to a statement of
whether the space station is to be oper-
ated on a common carrier basis, or
whether non-common carrier trans-
actions are proposed, as specified in
paragraph (c)(11) of this section, sat-
ellite applications in the Direct Broad-
cast Satellite service must provide a
clear and detailed statement of wheth-
er the space station is to be operated
on a broadcast or non-broadcast basis.

(12) Applications for authorizations
in the non-geostationary satellite orbit
fixed-satellite service (NGSO FSS) in
the bands 10.7 GHz to 14.5 GHz shall
also provide all information specified
in §25.146.

(13) For satellite applications in the
Direct Broadcast Satellite service, if
the proposed system’s technical char-
acteristics differ from those specified
in the Appendix 30 BSS Plans, the Ap-
pendix 30A feeder link Plans, Annex 5
to Appendix 30 or Annex 3 to Appendix
30A, each applicant shall provide:

(i) The information requested in Ap-
pendix 4 of the ITU’s Radio Regula-
tions. Further, applicants shall provide
sufficient technical showing that the
proposed system could operate satis-
factorily if all assignments in the BSS
and feeder link Plans were imple-
mented.
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(ii) Analyses of the proposed system
with respect to the limits in Annex 1 to
Appendices 30 and 30A.

(14) A description of the design and
operational strategies that will be used
to mitigate orbital debris, including
the following information:

(i) A statement that the space sta-
tion operator has assessed and limited
the amount of debris released in a
planned manner during normal oper-
ations, and has assessed and limited
the probability of the space station be-
coming a source of debris by collisions
with small debris or meteoroids that
could cause loss of control and prevent
post-mission disposal;

(ii) A statement that the space sta-
tion operator has assessed and limited
the probability of accidental explosions
during and after completion of mission
operations. This statement must in-
clude a demonstration that debris gen-
eration will not result from the conver-
sion of energy sources on board the
spacecraft into energy that fragments
the spacecraft. Energy sources include
chemical, pressure, and kinetic energy.
This demonstration should address
whether stored energy will be removed
at the spacecraft’s end of life, by de-
pleting residual fuel and leaving all
fuel line valves open, venting any pres-
surized system, leaving all batteries in
a permanent discharge state, and re-
moving any remaining source of stored
energy, or through other equivalent
procedures specifically disclosed in the
application;

(iii) A statement that the space sta-
tion operator has assessed and limited
the probability of the space station be-
coming a source of debris by collisions
with large debris or other operational
space stations. Where a space station
will be launched into a low-Earth orbit
that is identical, or very similar, to an
orbit used by other space stations, the
statement must include an analysis of
the potential risk of collision and a de-
scription of what measures the space
station operator plans to take to avoid
in-orbit collisions. If the space station
operator is relying on coordination
with another system, the statement
must indicate what steps have been
taken to contact, and ascertain the
likelihood of successful coordination of
physical operations with, the other
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system. The statement must disclose
the accuracy—if any—with which or-
bital parameters of non-geostationary
satellite orbit space stations will be
maintained, including apogee, perigee,
inclination, and the right ascension of
the ascending node(s). In the event
that a system is not able to maintain
orbital tolerances, i.e., it lacks a pro-
pulsion system for orbital mainte-
nance, that fact should be included in
the debris mitigation disclosure. Such
systems must also indicate the antici-
pated evolution over time of the orbit
of the proposed satellite or satellites.
Where a space station requests the as-
signment of a geostationary-Earth
orbit location, it must assess whether
there are any known satellites located
at, or reasonably expected to be lo-
cated at, the requested orbital loca-
tion, or assigned in the vicinity of that
location, such that the station keeping
volumes of the respective satellites
might overlap. If so, the statement
must include a statement as to the
identities of those parties and the
measures that will be taken to prevent
collisions;

(iv) A statement detailing the post-
mission disposal plans for the space
station at end of life, including the
quantity of fuel—if any—that will be
reserved for post-mission disposal ma-
neuvers. For geostationary-Earth orbit
space stations, the statement must dis-
close the altitude selected for a post-
mission disposal orbit and the calcula-
tions that are used in deriving the dis-
posal altitude. The statement must
also include a casualty risk assessment
if planned post-mission disposal in-
volves atmospheric re-entry of the
space station. In general, an assess-
ment should include an estimate as to
whether portions of the spacecraft will
survive re-entry and reach the surface
of the Earth, as well as an estimate of
the resulting probability of human cas-
ualty.

(e) Applicants requesting authority
to launch and operate a system com-
prised of technically identical, non-
geostationary satellite orbit space sta-
tions may file a single “blanket” appli-
cation containing the information
specified in paragraphs (c) and (d) of
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this section for each representative
space station.

[68 FR 63997, Nov. 12, 2003, as amended at 69
FR 29901, May 26, 2004; 69 FR 47794, Aug. 6,
2004; 69 FR 54587, Sept. 9, 2004]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 69 FR 54587,
Sept. 9, 2004, §25.114 was amended by adding
paragraph (d)(14). This paragraph contains
information collection and recordkeeping re-
quirements and will not become effective
until approval has been given by the Office of
Management and Budget.

§25.115 Application for earth station
authorizations.

(a)(1) Transmitting earth stations. Ex-
cept as provided under §25.113(b), Com-
mission authorization must be ob-
tained for authority to construct and/
or operate a transmitting earth sta-
tion. Applications shall be filed elec-
tronically on FCC Form 312, Main
Form and Schedule B, and include the
information specified in §25.130, except
as set forth in paragraph (a)(2) of this
section.

(2) Applicants for licenses for trans-
mitting earth station facilities are re-
quired to file on Form 312EZ, to the ex-
tent that form is available, in the fol-
lowing cases:

(i) The earth station will transmit in
the 3700-4200 MHz and 5925-6425 MHz
band, and/or the 11.7-12.2 GHz and 14.0-
14.5 GHz band; and

(ii) The earth station will meet all
the applicable technical specifications
set forth in part 25 of this chapter.

(3) If Form 312EZ is not available,
earth station license applicants speci-
fied in paragraph (a)(2) must file on
FCC Form 312, Main Form and Sched-
ule B, and include the information
specified in §25.130.

(4) Applications for earth station au-
thorizations must be filed in accord-
ance with the pleading limitations, pe-
riods and other applicable provisions of
§§1.41 through 1.52 of this chapter, ex-
cept that such earth station applica-
tions must be filed electronically
through the International Bureau Fil-
ing System (IBFS) in accordance with
the applicable provisions of part 1, sub-
part Y of this chapter;

(b) Receive-only earth stations. Ap-
plications to license or register receive
only earth stations shall be filed on
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FCC Form 312, Main Form and Sched-
ule B, and conform to the provisions of
§25.131.

(c)(1) Large Networks of Small An-
tennas operating in the 12/14 GHz fre-
quency bands with U.S.-licensed or
non-U.S. licensed satellites for domes-
tic services. Applications to license
small antenna network systems oper-
ating in the 12/14 GHz frequency band
under blanket operating authority
shall be filed on FCC Form 312, Main
Form and Schedule B, for each large (5
meters or larger) hub station, and
Schedule B for each representative
type of small antenna (less than 5 me-
ters) operating within the network.

(€)(2) Large Networks of Small An-
tennas operating in the 4/6 GHz fre-
quency bands with U.S.-licensed or
non-U.S. licensed satellites for domes-
tic services (CSATSs). Applications to
license small antenna network systems
operating in the standard C-Band, 3700-
4200 MHz and 5925-6425 MHz frequency
band shall be filed electronically on
FCC Form 312, Main Form and Sched-
ule B.

(i) An initial lead application pro-
viding a detailed overview of the com-
plete network shall be filed. Such lead
applications shall fully identify the
scope and nature of the service to be
provided, as well as the complete tech-
nical details of each representative
type of small antenna (less than 4.5 me-
ters) that will operate within the net-
work. Such lead applications for a sin-
gle CSAT system must identify:

(A) No more than three discrete geo-
stationary satellites to be accessed;

(B) The amount of frequency band-
width sought, up to a maximum of 20
MHz of spectrum in each direction at
each of the satellites (The same 20 MHz
of uplink and 20 MHz of downlink spec-
trum at each satellite would be acces-
sible by all CSAT earth stations in the
system. The 20 MHz of uplink and 20
MHz of downlink spectrum need not be
the same at each satellite location);

(C) The maximum number of earth
station sites;

(ii) Following the issuance of a li-
cense for the lead application, the li-
censee shall notify the Commission of
the complete technical parameters of
each individual earth station site be-
fore that site is bought into operation
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under the lead authorization. Full fre-
quency coordination of each individual
site (e.g., for each satellite and the
spectrum associated therewith) shall
be completed prior to filing Commis-
sion notification. The coordination
must be conducted in accordance with
§25.203. Such notification shall be done
by electronic filing and shall be con-
sistent with the technical parameters
of Schedule B of FCC Form 312.

(iii) Following successful coordina-
tion of such an earth station, if the
earth station operator does not file a
lead application or a Schedule B within
six months after it successfully com-
pletes coordination, it will be assumed
that such frequency use is no longer
desired, unless a second notification
has been received within ten days prior
to the end of the six month period.
Such renewal notifications must be
sent to all parties concerned. If the
lead application or Schedule B, or re-
newal notification, is not timely re-
ceived, the coordination will lapse and
the licensee must re-coordinate the rel-
evant earth stations if it still wishes to
bring them into operation.

(iv) Operation of each individual site
may commence immediately after the
public notice is released that identifies
the notification sent to the Commis-
sion and if the requirements of para-
graph (c)(2)(vi) of this section are met.
Continuance of operation of each sta-
tion for the duration of the lead license
term shall be dependent upon success-
ful completion of the normal public no-
tice process. If any objections are re-
ceived to the new station prior to the
end of the 30 day comment period of
the Public Notice, the licensee shall
immediately cease operation of those
particular stations until the coordina-
tion dispute is resolved and the CSAT
licensee informs the Commission of the
resolution. If the requirements of para-
graph (c)(2)(vi) of this section are not
met, operation may not commence
until the Commission issues the public
notice acting on the CSAT terminal
authorization.

(v) Each CSAT licensee shall annu-
ally provide the Commission an up-
dated list of all operational earth sta-
tions in its system. The annual list
shall also include a list of all earth sta-
tions deactivated during the year and
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identification of the satellites pro-
viding service to the network as of the
date of the report.

(vi) Conditional authorization. (A) An
applicant for a new CSAT radio station
or modification of an existing CSAT
station authorized under paragraph
(©)(2)(i) of this section in the 3700-4200;
or 5925-6425 MHz bands may operate the
proposed station during the pendency
of its application after the release of
the public notice accepting the notifi-
cation for filing that complies with
paragraph (c)(2)(ii) of this section. The
applicant, however, must first certify
that the following conditions are satis-
fied:

(1) The frequency coordination proce-
dures of §25.203 have been successfully
completed;

(2) The antenna structure has been
previously studied by the Federal Avia-
tion Administration and determined to
pose no hazard to aviation safety as re-
quired by subpart B of part 17 of this
chapter; or the antenna or tower struc-
ture does not exceed 6.1 meters above
ground level or above an existing man-
made structure (other than an antenna
structure), if the antenna or tower has
not been previously studied by the Fed-
eral Aviation Administration and
cleared by the FCC;

(3) The grant of the application(s)
does not require a waiver of the Com-
mission’s rules (with the exception of a
request for waiver pertaining to fees);

(4) The applicant has determined that
the facility(ies) will not significantly
affect the environment as defined in
§1.1307 of this chapter;

(5) The station site does not lie with-
in 56.3 kilometers of any international
border or within a radio “Quiet Zone”
identified in §1.924 of this chapter; and

(6) The filed application is consistent
with the proposal that was coordinated
pursuant to §25.251.

(B) Conditional authority ceases im-
mediately if the Schedule B is returned
by the Commission because it is not ac-
cepted for filing.

(C) A conditional authorization pur-
suant to paragraphs (c)(2)(vi)(A) and
(c)(2)(vi)(B) of this section is evidenced
by retaining a copy of the Schedule B
notification with the station records.
Conditional authorization does not
prejudice any action the Commission
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may take on the subject application(s)
or the Schedule B notifications.

(D) Conditional authority is accepted
with the express understanding that
such authority may be modified or can-
celled by the Commission at any time
without hearing if, in the Commis-
sion’s discretion, the need for such ac-
tion arises. An applicant operating pur-
suant to this conditional authority as-
sumes all risks associated with such
operation, the termination or modi-
fication of the conditional authority,
or the subsequent dismissal or denial of
its application(s).

(E) The copy of the Schedule B notifi-
cation form must be posted at each sta-
tion operating pursuant to this section.

(vii) Period of construction. Construc-
tion of each earth station must be com-
pleted and the station must be brought
into regular operation within twelve
months from the date that action is
taken to authorize that station to op-
erate under the lead authorization, ex-
cept as may be otherwise determined
by the Commission for any particular
application.

(d) User transceivers in the NVNG,
1.6/2.4 GHz Mobile-Satellite Service,
and 2 GHz Mobile-Satellite Service
need not be individually licensed. Serv-
ice vendors may file blanket applica-
tions for transceivers units using FCC
Form 312, Main Form and Schedule B,
and specifying the number of units to
be covered by the blanket license. Each
application for a blanket license under
this section shall include the informa-
tion described in §25.136.

(e) Earth stations operating in the 20/
30 GHz Fixed-Satellite Service with
U.S.-licensed or non-U.S. licensed sat-
ellites: Applications to license indi-
vidual earth stations operating in the
20/30 GHz band shall be filed on FCC
Form 312, Main Form and Schedule B,
and shall also include the information
described in §25.138. Earth stations be-
longing to a network operating in the
18.3-18.8 GHz, 19.7-20.2 GHz, 28.35-28.6
GHz or 29.25-30.0 GHz bands may be li-
censed on a blanket basis. Applications
for such blanket authorization may be
filed using FCC Form 312, Main Form
and Schedule B, and specifying the
number of terminals to be covered by
the blanket license. Each application
for a blanket license under this section
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shall include the information described
in §25.138.

(f) User transceivers in the non-geo-
stationary satellite orbit fixed-sat-
ellite service in the 11.7-12.2 GHz, 12.2-
12.7 GHz and 14.0-14.5 GHz bands need
not be individually licensed. Service
vendors may file blanket applications
for transceiver units using FCC Form
312, Main Form and Schedule B, and
shall specify the number of terminals
to be covered by the blanket license.
Each application for a blanket license
under this section shall include the in-
formation described in §25.146. Any
earth stations that are not user
transceivers, and which transmit in the
non-geostationary satellite orbit fixed-
satellite service in the 10.7-11.7 GHz,
12.75-13.15 GHz, 13.2125-13.25 GHz, and
13.75-14.0 GHz bands must be individ-
ually licensed, pursuant to paragraph
(a) of this section.

[62 FR 5928, Feb. 10, 1997, as amended at 62
FR 64172, Dec. 4, 1997; 65 FR 54169, Sept. 7,
2000; 65 FR 59142, Oct. 4, 2000; 66 FR 31559,
June 12, 2001; 67 FR 53510, Aug. 16, 2002; 68 FR
16966, Apr. 8, 2003; 68 FR 63998, Nov. 12, 2003;
69 FR 29901, May 26, 2004; 69 FR 47794, Aug. 6,
2004]

§25.116 Amendments to applications.

(a) Unless otherwise specified, any
pending application may be amended
until designated for hearing, a public
notice is issued stating that a sub-
stantive disposition of the application
is to be considered at a forthcoming
Commission meeting, or a final order
disposing of the matter is adopted by
the Commission.

(b) Major amendments submitted
pursuant to paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion are subject to the public notice re-
quirements of §25.151. An amendment
will be deemed to be a major amend-
ment under the following cir-
cumstances:

(1) If the amendment increases the
potential for interference, or changes
the proposed frequencies or orbital lo-
cations to be used.

(2) If the amendment would convert
the proposal into an action that may
have a significant environmental effect
under §1.1307 of this chapter.

(3) [Reserved]

(4) If the amendment, or the cumu-
lative effect of the amendment, is de-
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termined by the Commission otherwise
to be substantial pursuant to section
309 of the Communications Act.

(5) Amendments to “defective” space
station applications, within the mean-
ing of §25.112 will not be considered.

(c) Any application for an NGSO-like
satellite license within the meaning of
§25.157 will be considered to be a newly
filed application if it is amended by a
major amendment (as defined by para-
graph (b) of this section) after a “cut-
off” date applicable to the application,
except under the following cir-
cumstances:

(1) The amendment resolves fre-
quency conflicts with authorized sta-
tions or other pending applications but
does not create new or increased fre-
quency conflicts;

(2) The amendment reflects only a
change in ownership or control found
by the Commission to be in the public
interest and, for which a requested ex-
emption from a “cut-off” date is grant-
ed;

(3) The amendment corrects typo-
graphical, transcription, or similar
clerical errors which are clearly dem-
onstrated to be mistakes by reference
to other parts of the application, and
whose discovery does not create new or
increased frequency conflicts; or

(4) The amendment does not create
new or increased frequency conflicts,
and is demonstrably necessitated by
events which the applicant could not
have reasonably foreseen at the time of
filing.

(d) Any application for a GSO-like
satellite license within the meaning of
§25.158 will be considered to be a newly
filed application if it is amended by a
major amendment (as defined by para-
graph (b) of this section), and will
cause the application to lose its status
relative to later-filed applications in
the “queue” as described in §25.158.

(e) Any amendment to an application
shall be filed electronically through
the International Bureau Filing Sys-
tem (IBFS) in accordance with the ap-
plicable provisions of part 1, subpart Y
of this chapter. Amendments to space
station applications must be filed on
Form 312 and Schedule S. Amendments
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to space station applications must be
filed on Form 312 and Schedule B.

[56 FR 24016, May 28, 1991, as amended at 68
FR 51503, Aug. 27, 2003; 69 FR 47794, Aug. 6,
2004]

§25.117 Modification of station license.

(a) Except as provided for in §25.118
(Modifications not requiring prior au-
thorization), no modification of a radio
station governed by this part which af-
fects the parameters or terms and con-
ditions of the station authorization
shall be made except upon application
to and grant of such application by the
Commission.

(b) [Reserved]

(c) Applications for modification of
earth station authorizations shall be
submitted on FCC Form 312, Main
Form and Schedule B. Applications for
modification of space station author-
izations shall be submitted on FCC
Form 312, Main Form and Schedule S.
Both earth station and space station
modification applications must be filed
electronically through the Inter-
national Bureau Filing System (IBFS)
in accordance with the applicable pro-
visions of part 1, subpart Y of this
chapter. In addition, any application
for modification of authorization to ex-
tend a required date of completion, as
set forth in §25.133 for earth station au-
thorization or §25.164 for space sta-
tions, or included as a condition of any
earth station or space station author-
ization, must include a verified state-
ment from the applicant:

(1) That states the additional time is
required due to unforeseeable cir-
cumstances beyond the applicant’s con-
trol, describes these circumstances
with specificity, and justifies the pre-
cise extension period requested; or

(2) That states there are unique and
overriding public interest concerns
that justify an extension, identifies
these interests and justifies a precise
extension period.

(d)(1) Except as set forth in §25.118(e),
applications for modifications of space
station authorizations shall be filed in
accordance with §25.114, but only those
items of information listed in §25.114
that change need to be submitted, pro-
vided the applicant certifies that the
remaining information has not
changed.

§25.117

(2) Applications for modifications of
space station authorizations will be
granted except under the following cir-
cumstances:

(i) Granting the modification would
make the applicant unqualified to op-
erate a space station under the Com-
mission’s rules.

(i) Granting the modification re-
quest would not serve the public inter-
est, convenience, and necessity.

(iii) Except as set forth in paragraph
(d)(2)(iv) of this section, applications
for modifications of GSO-like space
station authorizations granted pursu-
ant to the procedure set forth in
§25.158, which seek to relocate a GSO
satellite or add a frequency band to the
authorization, will be placed in a queue
pursuant to §25.158 and considered only
after previously filed space station li-
cense applications or space station
modification applications have been
considered.

(iv) Applications for modifications of
space station authorizations to in-
crease the authorized bandwidth will
not be considered in cases in which the
original space station authorization
was granted pursuant to the procedures
set forth in §25.157(e) or §25.158(c)(4).

(3) In the event that a space station
licensee provides notification of a
planned license modification pursuant
to §25.118(e), and the Commission finds
that the proposed modification does
not meet the requirements of §25.118(e),
the Commission will issue a public no-
tice announcing that the proposed li-
cense modification will be considered
pursuant to the procedure specified in
paragraphs (d)(1) and (d)(2) of this sec-
tion.

(e) [Reserved]

(f) An application for modification of
a space station license to add an ancil-
lary terrestrial component to an eligi-
ble satellite network will be treated as
a request for a minor modification if
the particulars of operations provided
by the applicant comply with the cri-
teria specified in §25.149. Notwith-
standing the treatment of such an ap-
plication as a minor modification, the
Commission shall place any initial ap-
plication for the modification of a
space station license to add an ancil-
lary terrestrial component on notice
for public comment. Except as provided
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for in §25.149(f), no application for au-
thority to add an ancillary terrestrial
component to an eligible satellite net-
work shall be granted until the appli-
cant has demonstrated actual compli-
ance with the criteria specified in
§25.149(b).

[56 FR 24016, May 28, 1991, as amended at 61
FR 9952, Mar. 12, 1996; 62 FR 5928, Feb. 10,
1997; 68 FR 33649, June 5, 2003; 68 FR 47858,
Aug. 12, 2003; 68 FR 51503, Aug. 27, 2003; 68 FR
62248, Nov. 3, 2003; 68 FR 63998, Nov. 12, 2003;
69 FR 47794, Aug. 6, 2004]

§25.118 Modifications
prior authorization.

not requiring

(a) Earth station license modifications,
notification required. Authorized earth
station operators may make the fol-
lowing modifications to their licenses
without prior Commission authoriza-
tion, provided that the operators notify
the Commission, using FCC Form 312
and Schedule B, within 30 days of the
modification. This notification must be
filed electronically through the Inter-
national Bureau Filing System (IBFS)
in accordance with the applicable pro-
visions of part 1, subpart Y of this
chapter:

(1) Licensees may make changes to
their authorized earth stations without
obtaining prior Commission authoriza-
tion, provided that they have complied
with all applicable frequency coordina-
tion procedures in accordance with
§25.251, and the modification does not
involve:

(i) An increase in EIRP or EIRP den-
sity (both main lobe and side lobe);

(if) An increase in transmitted power;

(iii) A change in coordinates of more
than 1 second in latitude or longitude
for stations operating in frequency
bands that are shared with terrestrial
systems; or

(iv) A change in coordinates of 10 sec-
onds or greater in latitude or longitude
for stations operating in frequency
bands that are not shared with terres-
trial systems.

(2) Except for replacement of equip-
ment where the new equipment is elec-
trically identical to the existing equip-
ment, an authorized earth station li-
censee may add, change or replace
transmitters or antenna facilities with-
out prior authorization, provided:
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(i) The added, changed, or replaced
facilities conform to §25.209;

(ii) The particulars of operations re-
main unchanged;

(iii) Frequency coordination
required; and

(iv) The maximum power and power
density delivered into any antenna at
the earth station site shall not exceed
the values calculated by subtracting
the maximum antenna gain specified in
the license from the maximum author-
ized e.i.r.p. and e.i.r.p. density values.

(3) Authorized VSAT earth station
operators may add VSAT remote ter-
minals without prior authorization,
provided that they have complied with
all applicable frequency coordination
procedures in accordance with §25.251.

(4) A licensee providing service on a
private carrier basis may change its
operations to common carrier status
without obtaining prior Commission
authorization. The licensee must no-
tify the Commission using Form 312
within 30 days after the completed
change to common carrier status.

(5) Earth station operators may
change their points of communication
without prior authorization, provided
that the change results from a space
station license modification described
in paragraph (e) of this section, and the
earth station operator does not repoint
its antenna.

(b) Earth station license modifications,
notification not required. Notwith-
standing paragraph (a)(2) of this sec-
tion, equipment in an authorized earth
station may be replaced without prior
authorization and without notifying
the Commission if the new equipment
is electrically identical to the existing
equipment.

(c)-(d) [Reserved]

(e) Space station modifications. A space
station operator may modify its license
without prior authorization, but upon
30 days prior notice to the Commission
and any potentially affected licensed
spectrum user, provided that the oper-
ator meets the following requirements.
This notification must be filed elec-
tronically on Form 312 through the
International Bureau Filing System
(IBFS) in accordance with the applica-
ble provisions of part 1, subpart Y of
this chapter:

is not
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(1) The space station licensee will re-
locate a Geostationary Satellite Orbit
(GSO) space station to another orbit
location that is assigned to that li-
censee;

(2) The relocated space station li-
censee will operate with the same tech-
nical parameters as the space station
initially assigned to that location, or
within the original satellite’s author-
ized and/or coordinated parameters;

(3) The space station licensee cer-
tifies that it will comply with all the
conditions of its original license and
all applicable rules after the reloca-
tion;

(4) The space station licensee cer-
tifies that it will comply with all appli-
cable coordination agreements at the
newly occupied orbital location;

(5) The space station licensee cer-
tifies that it has completed any nec-
essary coordination of its space station
at the new location with other poten-
tially affected space station operators;

(6) The space station licensee cer-
tifies that it will limit operations of
the space station to Tracking, Telem-
etry, and Control (TT&C) functions
during the relocation and satellite drift
transition period; and

(7) The space station licensee cer-
tifies that the relocation of the space
station does not result in a lapse of
service for any current customer.

(8) For DBS licensees, the space sta-
tion licensee must certify that it will
not cause greater interference than
that which would occur from the cur-
rent U.S. assignments in the Inter-
national Telecommunication Union
(ITU) Region 2 BSS Plan and its associ-
ated Feeder Link Plan.

(9) For DBS licensees, the space sta-
tion licensee must certify that it will
meet the geographic service require-
ments in §25.148(c).

[62 FR 5928, Feb. 10, 1997, as amended at 68
FR 62248, Nov. 3, 2003; 68 FR 63999, Nov. 12,
2003; 69 FR 47794, Aug. 6, 2004]

§25.119 Assignment or transfer of con-
trol of station authorization.

(@) You must file an application for
Commission authorization before you
can transfer, assign, dispose of (volun-
tarily or involuntarily, directly or in-
directly, or by transfer of control of
any corporation or any other entity)

§25.119

your station license or accompanying
rights. The Commission will grant your
application only if it finds that doing
so will serve the public interest, con-
venience and necessity.

(b) For purposes of this section,
transfers of control requiring Commis-
sion approval shall include any and all
transactions that:

(1) Change the party controlling the
affairs of the licensee, or

(2) Affect any change in a controlling
interest in the ownership of the li-
censee, including changes in legal or
equitable ownership.

(c) Assignment of license. You must
submit an FCC Form 312, Main Form
and Schedule A to voluntarily assign
(e.g., as by contract or other agree-
ment) or involuntarily assign (e.g., as
by death, bankruptcy, or legal dis-
ability) your station authorization.
You must file these forms electroni-
cally through IBFS.

(d) Transfer of control of corporation
holding license. If you want to transfer
control of a corporation, which holds
one or more licenses voluntarily or in-
voluntarily (de jure or de facto), you
must submit an FCC Form 312, Main
Form and Schedule A. You must file
these forms electronically through
IBFS. For involuntary transfers, you
must file your application within 10
days of the event causing the transfer
of control. You can also use FCC Form
312, Main Form and Schedule A for
non-substantial (pro forma) transfers of
control.

(e) Whenever a group of station li-
censes in the same radio service for the
same class of facility licensed to the
same entity is to be assigned or trans-
ferred to a single assignee or trans-
feree, a single application may be filed
to cover the entire group, if the appli-
cation identifies in an exhibit each sta-
tion by call sign, station location and
expiration date of license.

(f) Assignments and transfers of con-
trol shall be completed within 60 days
from the date of authorization. Within
30 days of consumation, the Commis-
sion shall be notified by letter of the
date of consummation and the file
numbers of the applications involved in
the transaction.

(g) The Commission retains discre-
tion in reviewing assignments and
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transfers of control of space station li-
censes to determine whether the initial
license was obtained in good faith with
the intent to construct a satellite sys-
tem.

[56 FR 24016, May 20, 1991; 56 FR 29757, June
20, 1991. Redesignated and amended at 62 FR
5928, 5929, Feb. 10, 1997; 68 FR 51503, Aug. 27,
2003; 69 FR 29901, May 26, 2004]

§25.120 Application for special tem-
porary authorization.

(a) In circumstances requiring imme-
diate or temporary use of facilities, re-
quest may be made for special tem-
porary authority to install and/or oper-
ate new or modified equipment. The re-
quest must contain the full particulars
of the proposed operation including all
facts sufficient to justify the tem-
porary authority sought and the public
interest therein. No request for tem-
porary authority will be considered un-
less it is received by the Commission at
least 3 working days prior to the date
of proposed construction or operation
or, where an extension is sought, the
expiration date of the existing tem-
porary authorization. A request re-
ceived within less than 3 working days
may be accepted only upon due show-
ing of extraordinary reasons for the
delay in submitting the request which
could not have been earlier foreseen by
the applicant. A copy of the request for
special temporary authority also shall
be forwarded to the Commission’s Co-
lumbia Operations Center, 9200 Farm
House Lane, Columbia, MD 21046-1609.

(b)(1) The Commission may grant a
temporary authorization only upon a
finding that there are extraordinary
circumstances requiring temporary op-
erations in the public interest and that
delay in the institution of these tem-
porary operations would seriously prej-
udice the public interest. Convenience
to the applicant, such as marketing
considerations or meeting scheduled
customer in-service dates, will not be
deemed sufficient for this purpose.

(2) The Commission may grant a tem-
porary authorization for a period not
to exceed 180 days, with additional pe-
riods not exceeding 180 days, if the
Commission has placed the special
temporary authority (STA) request on
public notice.
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(3) The Commission may grant a tem-
porary authorization for a period not
to exceed 60 days, if the STA request
has not been placed on public notice,
and the applicant plans to file a re-
quest for regular authority for the
service.

(4) The Commission may grant a tem-
porary authorization for a period not
to exceed 30 days, if the STA request
has not been placed on public notice,
and an application for regular author-
ity is not contemplated.

(c) Each application proposing con-
struction of one or more earth station
antennas or alteration of the overall
height of one or more existing earth
station antenna structures, where FAA
notification prior to such construction
or alteration is required by part 17 of
this chapter, must include the FCC An-
tenna Structure Registration Num-
ber(s) for the affected satellite earth
station antenna(s). If no such number
has been assigned at the time the ap-
plication(s) is filed, the applicant must
state in the application whether the
satellite earth station antenna owner
has notified the FAA of the proposed
construction or alteration and applied
to the FCC for an Antenna Structure
Registration Number in accordance
with part 17 of this chapter. Applica-
tions proposing construction of one or
more earth station antennas or alter-
ation of the overall height of one or
more existing earth station antennas,
where FAA notification prior to such
construction or alteration is not re-
quired by part 17 of this chapter, must
indicate such and, unless the satellite
earth station antenna is 6.10 meters or
less above ground level (AGL), must
contain a statement explaining why
FAA notification is not required.

[56 FR 24016, May 28, 1991, as amended at 61
FR 4367, Feb. 6, 1996. Redesignated and
amended at 62 FR 5928, 5929, Feb. 10, 1997; 66
FR 9973, Feb. 13, 2001; 68 FR 51503, Aug. 27,
2003]

§25.121 License term and renewals.

(a) License Term. Except for licenses
for DBS facilities, licenses for facilities
governed by this part will be issued for
a period of 15 years. Licenses for DBS
space stations licensed as broadcast fa-
cilities will be issued for a period of 8
years. Licenses for DBS space stations
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not licensed as broadcast facilities will
be issued for a period of 10 years.

(b) The Commission reserves the
right to grant or renew station licenses
for less than 15 years if, in its judg-
ment, the public interest, convenience
and necessity will be served by such ac-
tion.

(c) For earth stations, the license
term will be specified in the instru-
ment of authorization.

(d) Space stations. (1) For geo-
stationary satellite orbit satellites, the
license term will begin at 3 a.m. EST
on the date the licensee certifies to the
Commission that the satellite has been
successfully placed into orbit and that
the operations of the satellite fully
conform to the terms and conditions of
the space station radio authorization.

(2) For non-geostationary satellite
orbit satellites, the license term will
begin at 3 a.m. EST on the date that
the licensee certifies to the Commis-
sion that its initial space station has
been successfully placed into orbit and
that the operations of that satellite
fully conform to the terms and condi-
tions of the space station system au-
thorization. All space stations
launched and brought into service dur-
ing the 15-year license term shall oper-
ate pursuant to the system authoriza-
tion, and the operating authority for
all space stations will terminate upon
the expiration of the system license.

(e) Renewal of licenses. Applications
for renewals of earth station licenses
must be submitted on FCC Form 312R
no earlier than 90 days, and no later
than 30 days, before the expiration date
of the license. Applications for space
station system replacement authoriza-
tion for non-geostationary orbit sat-
ellites shall be filed no earlier than 90
days, and no later than 30 days, prior
to the end of the twelfth year of the ex-
isting license term.

[56 FR 24016, May 28, 1991, as amended at 58
FR 68059, Dec. 23, 1993; 59 FR 53327, Oct. 21,
1994. Redesignated and amended at 62 FR
5928, 5929, Feb. 10, 1997; 65 FR 59142, Oct. 4,
2000; 67 FR 12485, Mar. 19, 2002; 67 FR 51113,
Aug. 7, 2002; 68 FR 51503, Aug. 27, 2003; 68 FR
63999, Nov. 12, 2003]

§25.130

§25.129 Equipment authorization for
portable earth-station transceivers.

(a) Except as expressly permitted by
§2.803 or §2.1204 of this chapter, prior
authorization must be obtained pursu-
ant to the equipment certification pro-
cedure in part 2, Subpart J of this
chapter for importation, sale or lease
in the United States, or offer, ship-
ment, or distribution for sale or lease
in the United States of portable earth-
station transceivers subject to regula-
tion under part 25. This requirement
does not apply, however, to devices im-
ported, sold, leased, or offered, shipped,
or distributed for sale or lease before
November 20, 2004.

(b) For purposes of this section, an
earth-station transceiver is portable if
it is a “portable device” as defined in
§2.1093(b) of this chapter, i.e., if its ra-
diating structure(s) would be within 20
centimeters of the operator’s body
when the transceiver is in operation.

(c) In addition to the information re-
quired by 8§1.1307(b) and §2.1033(c) of
this chapter, applicants for certifi-
cation required by this section shall
submit any additional equipment test
data necessary to demonstrate compli-
ance with pertinent standards for
transmitter performance prescribed in
§25.138, §25.202(f), §25.204, §25.209, and
§25.216 and shall submit the statements
required by §2.1093(c) of this chapter.

(d) Applicants for certification re-
quired by this section must submit evi-
dence that the devices in question are
designed for use with a satellite system
that may lawfully provide service to
users in the United States pursuant to
an FCC license or order reserving spec-
trum.

[69 FR 5709, Feb. 6, 2004]

EFFECTIVE DATE NOTE: At 69 FR 5709, Feb.
6, 2004, §25.129 was added. This section con-
tains information collection and record-
keeping requirements and will not become
effective until approval has been given by
the Office of Management and Budget.

EARTH STATIONS
§25.130 Filing requirements for trans-
mitting earth stations.

(a) Applications for a new or modi-
fied transmitting earth station facility
shall be submitted on FCC Form 312,
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Main Form and Schedule B, accom-
panied by any required exhibits, except
for those earth station applications
filed on FCC Form 312EZ pursuant to
§25.115(a). All such earth station li-
cense applications must be filed elec-
tronically through the International
Bureau Filing System (IBFS) in ac-
cordance with the applicable provisions
of part 1, subpart Y of this chapter.

(b) A frequency coordination analysis
in accordance with §25.203 shall be pro-
vided for earth stations transmitting
in the frequency bands shared with
equal rights between terrestrial and
space services, except that applications
for user transceiver units associated
with the NVNG mobile-satellite service
shall instead provide the information
required by §25.135 and applications for
user transceiver units associated with
the 1.6/2.4 GHz Mobile-Satellite Service
shall demonstrate that user trans-
ceiver operations comply with the re-
quirements set forth in §25.213.

(c) In those cases where an applicant
is filing a number of essentially similar
applications, showings of a general na-
ture applicable to all of the proposed
stations may be submitted in the ini-
tial application and incorporated by
reference in subsequent applications.

(d) Transmissions of signals or pro-
gramming to non-U.S. licensed sat-
ellites, and to and/or from foreign
points by means of U.S.-licensed fixed
satellites may be subject to restric-
tions as a result of international agree-
ments or treaties. The Commission will
maintain public information on the
status of any such agreements.

(e) Each application proposing con-
struction of one or more earth station
antennas or alteration of the overall
height of one or more existing earth
station antennas, where FAA notifica-
tion prior to such construction or al-
teration is required by part 17 of this
chapter, must include the FCC An-
tenna Structure Registration Num-
ber(s) for the affected satellite earth
station antenna(s). If no such number
has been assigned at the time the ap-
plication(s) is filed, the applicant must
state in the application whether the
satellite earth station antenna owner
has notified the FAA of the proposed
construction or alteration and applied
to the FCC for an antenna Structure
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Registration Number in accordance
with part 17 of this chapter. Applica-
tions proposing construction of one or
more earth station antennas or alter-
ation of the overall height of one or
more existing earth station antennas,
where FAA notification prior to such
construction or notification or alter-
ation is not required by part 17 of this
chapter, must indicate such and, unless
the satellite earth station antenna is
6.10 meters or less above ground level
(AGL), must contain a statement ex-
plaining why FAA notification is not
required.

[56 FR 24016, May 28, 1991, as amended at 58
FR 68059, Dec. 23, 1993; 59 FR 53327, Oct. 21,
1994; 61 FR 4367, Feb. 6, 1996; 61 FR 9952, Mar.
12, 1996; 62 FR 5929, Feb. 10, 1997; 62 FR 64172,
Dec. 4, 1997; 69 FR 29901, May 26, 2004; 69 FR
47795, Aug. 6, 2004]

§25.131 Filing requirements for re-
ceive-only earth stations.

(a) Except as provided in paragraphs
(b) and (j) of this section, and section
25.115(a), applications for a license for a
receive-only earth station shall be sub-
mitted on FCC Form 312, Main Form
and Schedule B, accompanied by any
required exhibits. All such earth sta-
tion license applications must be filed
electronically through the Inter-
national Bureau Filing System (IBFS)
in accordance with the applicable pro-
visions of part 1, subpart Y of this
chapter.

(b) Except as provided in paragraph
(J) of this section, receive-only earth
stations in the fixed-satellite service
that operate with U.S.-licensed sat-
ellites may be registered with the Com-
mission in order to protect them from
interference from terrestrial micro-
wave stations in bands shared co-equal-
ly with the fixed service in accordance
with the procedures of §§25.203 and
25.251.

(c) Licensing or registration of re-
ceive-only earth stations with the
Commission confers no authority to re-
ceive and use signals or programming
received from satellites. See section 705
of the Communications Act. 47 U.S.C.
605.

(d) Applications for registration shall
be filed on FCC Form 312, Main Form
and Schedule B, accompanied by the
coordination exhibit required by
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